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East Central Europe has been a favorite site for the analysis of  nationhood and 
ethnicity across the humanit ies and social sciences. Several theor ies of  national ism 
were developed based on cases taken from the region, and recent cr it ical,  
sometimes revisionist,  understandings of  nationhood frequently cal l upon material 
col lected f rom this area. W ithin contemporary historiography, the most notable 
trend is the gradual abandonment of  pervasive national - and nation-state-centered 
narrat ives in imperial histories and the reposit ioning of national ism as a driver of 
social change and organizat ion. According to these works —which of ten attempted 
to reverse the observer ’s analyt ical perspective, and whichinspired widespread 
engagement with “bottom-up” research in nationalism studies along the way—
imperial order(s) were more f lexible with and towards national ism, and they served 
as incubators or facil i tators just as much as inhibito rs of  national izing societ ies.  
At this conference, we intend to bring together and ref lect on bottom -up 
perspect ives on nationhood and ethnicity. By mixing perspect ives and methods, we 
intend to grasp the role of  ethnicizat ion and nationalizat ion in the st ate-bui lding 
processes of  post -Habsburg successor states in the most pract ical terms, that is, 
what it  meant for individuals and local communit ies to engage with a new form of 
statehood. Taking small -scale case studies that reveal mechanisms of  adjustment,  
adaptat ion, and adoption—and which bring forth the social and pol it ical dynamics 
behind these—we hope to deconstruct narrat ives of  ethnicizat ion and 
nationalizat ion that have been taken for granted. At the same t ime, we wil l attempt 
to map out nationally-centered societ ies in structural terms ( i .e.,  relat ing ethnicity 
to socio-economic class, vis ibil i ty and invisibi l i ty of  people, and so on), the 
inst itut ional izat ion and normalizat ion of  national ident if icat ions, alternative forms 
of  identif icat ion, and so forth, for a better understanding of  the local processes that 
were happening within the context of  an accelerat ing national izat ion in postimper ial 
East Central Europe more broadly. Therefore, our ult imate question is not whether 
people were nat ional ized or not; instead, we focus on what ethnicity meant in local 
and regional imper ial and post - imperial contexts.  

https://forms.gle/jJDRp5Qc7FEmuGMo6


PROGRAM 

(Al l t imes are CET)  

NOVEMBER 3, 2021 

  

9:15 Opening 
 

PANEL 1 

BELOW THE NATION? 

9:30–9:50 
Cody J. Inglis:  Defect ion f rom the Nation? The Primacy of  Regionalism among 
Post-Habsburg Südmährer in Znojmo/Znaim, 1918–1925 
 

9:50–10:10 
Oliver Pejić:  Transit ioning to a ‘Nat ional ’  World? Popular Engagement with 
National ism in Lower Styr ia and Bačka/Bácska/Batschka in the First Decade of  
Yugoslav Rule (1918/9–1929)  
 

10:10–10:30 
Christopher Wendt:  “Tirolisch sein und bleiben!”:  Reinforcing the Region in Post -
WWI Austr ian North Tyrol  
 

10:30–11:00 

discussion 
 
 

11:00–11:15 Coffee break  

 

PANEL 2 

THE LABORS OF ETHNICITY? 

11:15–11:35 
Ségolène Plyer:  When Did the National Question in the Northeast Bohemian Coal 
Fields Began? The Period af ter 1918 from a Post -dependency Perspective  
 

11:35–11:55 
Wiktor Marzec:  Figurat ions of  Ethnicity and Working Class Polit ics in the Ethnic 
Border lands of  the Late Russian Empire 
 

11:55–12:30 

Discussion 
 
 

12:30–13:00 Lunch break  



 

KEYNOTE LECTURE 

13:00–14:00 
Jana Osterkamp:  Loyalt ies Taken Local ly. New Perspectives on Post -Imper ial 
Statehood 

 

14:00–14:15 Coffee break  

 

PANEL 3 

ETHNICITY FROM BELOW: CLASSIFICATION AND AGENCY 

14:15–14:35 
Jernej Kosi:  Prekmurci or “People of  Prekmurje”: Patterns of  Classif icat ion, 
Identif icat ion and Adaptat ion in a “Redeemed” Yugoslav Region  
 

14:35–14:55 
Ágoston Berecz:  Popular Nat ional ism: A Meaningful Category?  
 

14:55–15:25 
Discussion 

  

NOVEMBER 4, 2021 

PANEL 4 

JEWS AND OTHERS, THE JEWS AS OTHERS 

10:00–10:20 
Károly Ignácz:  “Jewish quest ion” in the Suburbs of  Budapest?  
 

10:20–10:40 
Jan Rybak:  A Nat ion among the Nat ions: Zionism’s Breakthrough in Eastern and 
Central Europe 
 

10:40–11:00 
Elisabeth Haid:  Ethnic Divis ion in Local Pol it ics? State Bui lding and Local Self -
Government in an Eastern Galic ian City  
 

11:00–11:30 

Discussion 
 
 
11:30-11:45 Coffee break  



 

PANEL 5 

RIGHT(S) IN THE MIDDLE: THE BACKBONE OF THE NATION? 

11:45–12:05 
Sergiu Delcea:  A Nation of  Bureaucrats or a Nation of  Workers? Welfare Benef its 
as Nat ion-Building Modernizat ion Tools in Interwar Romania  
 

12:05–12:25 
Anikó Izsák:  The Formation of  the Romanian Nat ional Counci ls in Satu Mare 
County 
 

12:25–12:45 
Gábor Egry:  Self -Fashionable Lives? Strategies of  National Adaptat ion in a 
Romanianized Education System 
 

12:45–13:15 

Discussion 
 
 
13:15-14:00 Lunch break  

 

PANEL 6 

AMBIGUITIES AT THE EDGE 

14:00–14:20 
Vita Zalar:  Ethnicizat ion and De-Ethnicizat ion of  Gypsiness in the  Kingdom of 
Yugoslavia 
 

14:20–14:40 
Ivan Jeličić:  From the Last Bastions of  I tal ianity on the Easternmost Border of  
the Homeland: Divergences among Ital ian -speakers in Post-Imperial Fiume and 
Liburnia 
 

14:40–15:15 

Discussion 
 

15:15–16:15 

Closing discussion 
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